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"To DR. JOHNSON.                       Boswell's
marriage
..                       "Edinburgh, April 18, 1771.
" MY DEAR SIR,                            6  '       '            '     "
" I CAN now fully understand those intervals of silence in your correspondence with me, which have often given me anxiety and uneasiness; for although I am conscious that my veneration and love for Mr. Johnson have never in the least abated, yet I have deferred for almost a year and a half to write to him." . . .
In the subsequent pact of this letter, I gave him an account of my comfortable life as a married man, and a lawyer in practice at the Scotch bar i invited him to Scotland, and promised to attend him to the Highlands, and Hebrides.
"To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. "DEAR SIR,
" IF you are now able to comprehend thnt I might neglect to write without diminution of affection, you have taught me, likewise, how that neglect may be uneasily felt; without resentment. I wished for your letter a long time, and when it came, it amply recompensed the delay, I never was no much pleased as now with your account of yourself; and sinccrdy hope, that between publick bueinenfl, improving studies, and domcatick pleasures, neither melancholy nor caprice will find any place for entrance. Whatever philonophy may determine of material nature, it is certainly true of intellectual nature, that it abhor* ti vacuum: our minds cannot be empty; and evil will break in upon them, if they are not pre-occupied by good. My denr Sir,